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LETTER FROM OUR CEO

Dear CEH Community,

As you know, I was honored to take the helm at

CEH mid-way through 2022, expanding on my

life’s work developing leaders to achieve great

heights. At CEH, I have drawn from my

experience as President and CEO of the East

Oakland Youth Development Center (EOYDC), a

national youth development model I ran for 27

years.

My first awakening to toxic chemicals and

corporate bullies was the Juul phenomenon,

where I saw that company advertising to youth

in East Oakland, trying to get kids hooked on

nicotine and other toxics. When I found out CEH

was responsible for negotiating the first court-

enforceable agreement restricting Juul’s ability

to market their vape pens to teens, I knew CEH

was a major champion for public health.

As I dive deeper into CEH’s work, I am

impressed by the high caliber of subject matter

expertise on our staff. I see deep alignment in

our environmental justice partnerships and my

own experiences with the thousands of children

who came through EOYDC and the cumulative

impacts Black and Brown communities face

whether in Oakland, Detroit, Eastern North

Carolina, or across the United States. 

CEH is creating informational tools to change our

lives. CEH is standing up to corporate bullies. And

CEH is taking action to protect the health of

children and people all over our planet.

We are thrilled to present to you this Annual Report

and Legacy of Impact to illustrate just some of the

major wins for public health CEH has achieved.

We could not do this work without our incredible

staff, board, partners, and supporters—including

you—with a special note of gratitude to our

Founder Michael Green for his extraordinary vision

and courageous commitment to fighting for our

health.

Thank you for believing in us.

Regina G. Jackson

Interim Chief Executive Officer
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BY THE NUMBERS
Learn more about our legacy of impact at CEH.

COMPANIES WHO HAVE ELIMINATED TOXIC CHEMICALS FROM THEIR

PRODUCTS, PROCESSES, AND EMISSIONS DUE TO OUR LITIGATION

1000


THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE REACHED BY PRESS AND MEDIA COVERAGE OF

OUR PROGRAM’S WORK–INCLUDING OUR NEWEST PROGRAM:

PETROCHEMICALS, PLASTICS & CLIMATE

90 Million


STATE AND FEDERAL BILLS SUPPORTED BY CEH IN 2022

30

SHARED VISION TO DEMAND AND SUPPORT BUSINESS PRACTICES THAT

ARE SAFE FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT

1

COLLECTIVE ANNUAL PURCHASING DOLLARS FOR ALL COMPANIES WHO

HAVE SIGNED OUR HEALTHIER FURNITURE PLEDGE

500 Million

VIEWS IN ONE YEAR OF OUR FOOD PROGRAM’S DITCHING DISPOSABLES:

A TOOLKIT FOR HEALTHIER FOODWARE IN K-12 SCHOOLS, RESULTING IN

PARTNERSHIPS WITH SCHOOLS SPANNING CALIFORNIA, WASHINGTON,

AND NEW YORK

3151

LETTERS WE ENDORSED THIS YEAR APPLYING GUIDANCE AND PRESSURE

ON REGULATORY AGENCIES TO EXERCISE THEIR AUTHORITY UNDER THE

LAW, AND WEIGHING IN ON NOMINATIONS TO KEY LEGISLATIVE

COMMITTEES AND EXECUTIVE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARDS

120
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READ SOME NOTEWORTHY NATIONAL PRESS FROM THE LAST YEAR.

The Guardian: New US lawsuit targets ‘forever chemicals’ in plastic food containers

Reuters: Inhance Technologies sued over PFAS in plastic food containers

Grist: As the outdoor industry ditches ‘forever chemicals,’ REI lags behind

CNN: High levels of toxic chemical found in sports bras, watchdog warns

POPSUGAR: High Levels of BPA Were Found in Sports Bras — Here’s What You Need to Know

MSN: Nike, Athleta, Pink Given Warnings About Their Sports Bras

ABC: BPA in sports bras: High levels of toxic chemical found in clothing, watchdog warns

Shape: High Levels of BPA Were Found In Sports Bras and Athletic Shirts from Popular Brands

Fortune: ‘Children can’t advocate for themselves’: American public schools have a massive

plastic waste problem

4
By The Numbers

Previous page

Donor Roll

Next page 5
Back

10/27/26, 5:00 PM CEH Annual Report | Press

https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/press/ 1/1

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.theguardian.com_environment_2022_dec_27_lawsuit-2Dhouston-2Dcompany-2Dinhance-2Dforever-2Dchemicals-2Dpfas&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=54D-tSKg_npdNN80LucbTw&m=_M_ZvmrD9jZkz3HnFamsvAF0zOWjO9WLy0gPXEFGvsM&s=RIB26zq501T0xkeFBoi1rnTu7jbg23x5cBvFYqcgIzg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.reuters.com_legal_litigation_inhance-2Dtechnologies-2Dsued-2Dover-2Dpfas-2Dplastic-2Dfood-2Dcontainers-2D2022-2D12-2D28_&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=54D-tSKg_npdNN80LucbTw&m=_M_ZvmrD9jZkz3HnFamsvAF0zOWjO9WLy0gPXEFGvsM&s=Z7A8be9DpUmIOo796z9FtRnQxS53wTdR-2fxYfYmzs4&e=
https://grist.org/health/outdoor-industry-ditches-forever-chemicals-rei-pfas/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/13/business/bpa-sports-bras/index.html
https://www.popsugar.com/fitness/high-levels-bpa-were-found-in-sports-bras-48979807
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/nike-athleta-pink-given-warnings-about-their-sports-bras/ar-AA12VpLw
https://abc7.com/sports-bras-for-women-bpa-free-bra-chemicals-in-womens/12338708/
https://www.shape.com/bpa-found-in-workout-clothes-6752989?utm_campaign=shape&utm_medium=social&utm_source=instagram&utm_content=likeshop
https://fortune.com/2022/10/10/children-cant-advocate-for-themselves-american-public-schools-have-a-massive-plastic-waste-problem/
https://fortune.com/2022/10/10/children-cant-advocate-for-themselves-american-public-schools-have-a-massive-plastic-waste-problem/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/by-the-numbers/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/by-the-numbers/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/by-the-numbers/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/by-the-numbers/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/by-the-numbers/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/donor-roll/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/donor-roll/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/donor-roll/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/donor-roll/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/donor-roll/
https://2022annualreport.ceh.org/home/from-our-ceo/


DONOR ROLL
“CEH IS PROACTIVE, RESOURCEFUL, COURAGEOUS AND HONEST IN IDENTIFYING AND TAKING

ACTION AGAINST PUBLIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH THREATS.”

– PAM EVANS, CEH DONOR AND PARTNER SINCE 1999

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Doris and Harvey Adelstein 

Jill and Andres Alcantar 

Suzanne and Gary Alpert 

Adele Amodeo 

Anonymous (31) 

David Arfa 

Kalila Barnett 

Tasha and Nathaniel Bergson-

Michelson 

Anthony Bernheim 

Betsy Bigelow-Teller 

Heiji and Brian Black 

Shannon Bowen and Sean Cater 

Susan Bromann-Smith and Larry

Smith 

Joe Burri 

Ezra Callahan 

Sandra and Heather Cannon 

Cindy Capobianco and Robert

Rosenheck  

Gabriel Cardenas 

Jennifer and Steve Carlin 

Sophie Carnevale 

Cindy Cohn 

Heather and Alan Cole 

Madeline Currey 

Elizabeth Davidson 

Karen Davis 

Micaela Davis 

Patricia Davis and Wesley Callender 

Kathrin Dellago and Doug Dossey  

Emily DiFrisco 

Barbara Ditman 

Mary and Ken Doane 

Lauren and Bradley Dreyfus 

Bobbi Dunphy 

Cheryl Eames 

Kaye Edwards 

Stacey Falls and Steve Schnaar 

Lorraine Fedorak and John Chiatello 

Joyce and John Feeney 

Zach Fernandez and Eliaquin Jaime 

Sandra and Michael Fischman 

Jason Fisherman 

MaryAnna and Charles Foskett 

Elizabeth Foster and Sean Gallagher  

Jessica and Alejandro Foung 

Louise Francis and Dennis Cusack  

Erin and Roger Fuse Brown 

Christopher Gaines 

Liz Gallegos Glynn 

Lydia Garvey 

Kathy Gerwig and Mark Goldman 

Katharine Glasheen 

Diane and David Golin 

Kiki Goshay 

Tom Gottlieb 

Ruth Gramlich 

Sallie and Alan Gratch 

Melanie and Michael Green 

Jane Grossman 

Vinay Gupta 

Shelly Guyer and Tom Huntington 

Susan and Charlie Halpern 

Amara and Alexander Hastings 

Meghan Hays and David Crampton  

Daria Hemmings 

Eva Herzer 

Darian Heyman 

Caryn Hoadley and Brad Wetstone  

Susan Holloway 

Davey Holmes 

Marion Hunt 

Implementation Allies Donor Advised

Fund 

Barbara Inwald and Michael Harris 

Regina Jackson 

Jennifer Jaffe 

Kelsey Krogman 

MariaElena La Saint 

Sue and Robert Lebby 

David Lenvin 

Mindy and Eddie Leshin 

Evelyn Levin 

Judy Levin and Barry Epstein 

The Lida Orzeck Charitable Fund 

Lucinda Low and Daniel Magraw 

Jesse and Jeff Lowe 

Lori Luddington 

John Maier 

Stephen Marcus 

Mary E. Weinmann Charitable Lead

Unitrust 

Patricia McCormick 

Kathleen Michels and Jerry

Kickenson 

Randall Miller 

Kathi Mirza 

Eileen Moncoeur 

Theresa Nelson and Bernard Smits 

Eliza Nemser and Matt Quann 

Helen and Howard Nevins 

Arthur Onno 

Thomas Paper 

Julie Parker Benello and Allen

Benello

Gillian Patton 

Brian Pecson 

Matt Petersen 

Alexis Petru 

PM Gardner Family Charitable Fund 

Claudia Polsky and Seth Mermin 

Catherine Porter and Davis Baltz  

Becky and James Powell 

Julianne Prescop 

Granthia Preston 

Sandra Pugh 

Tawny Rendahl 

Simran Sethi 

Julia Shaida 

Julie Silas

Katie Silberman and Bryan Knapp 

Monica Silva-Gutierrez and Peter

Walsh 

Alix and Jon Sherman 

Joanne T. and Daniel C. Shively 

Melissa Skinner 

Matt Steinberg 

Rachel Stern 

Catherine Stewart 

Leslie Stone 

Chi and Chris Sullivan 

Toby Symington 

Gene Szabados 

Lauri Tanner 

Richard Teich 

Shayla Thiel-Stern and Matthew

Stern 

Beth and Jim Thomsen 

Michael Tucker 

James Vallette 

Diana Wang 

Karen Wang 

Dianne and Ralph Warner 

Serena Warner 

Sarah Wayne Callies and Joshua

Winterhalt 

Valerie Wayne 

Karen Williams 

Marji and Frank Wintroub 

Rose Ann and Randy Witt 

Jamie Wolf 

David Wooley 

Susan Wright 

Junn-Shiu Yeh Kang 

Miya Yoshitani 

Monica Zukrow 





Alisa Eilenberg 

Alexa Engelman and Keith

Kowalczykowski 

Thomas Engelman 

Chris Engemann and Tom Cooper    

Tina Eshaghpour and David

Silberman 

Steve Eustis 

Pamela Evans and Thomas Smith 

Frank Evelhoch, II 

Diane Jones 

Myla and Jon Kabat-Zinn 

Julie and Tony Kahan 

Susan and Ronald Kaltenbaugh 

Farla Kaufman 

Mary Keithler 

Sandra Koziara 

Michelle and Gary Kretchmer 

Jennifer Krill 

Cynthia Rising 

Brian Rodriguez 

Marni Rosen 

Cindy Russell 

Peggy Saika and Arthur Chen 

Adrienne Sancho 

Susan Schacher 

Cathy and Joel Schneider 

James Schoonover 

Jay Schwartz 

MATCHING GIFTS

Apple Inc. 

California Wellness Foundation 

Equitable Foundation 

Genentech, Inc. 

Google LLC 

Microsoft 

Raytheon Technologies

CORPORATE DONOR LIST

Amazon Affiliate Program 

Amazon Smile Foundation 

Branch Basics 

Creating Healthier Communities 

Kaiser Permanente 

LinkedIn 

Naturepedic 

NatureWorks 

Raimi and Associates 

Trillium Asset Management

FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

Altamont Education Advisory Board 

Anonymous 

The Bellwether Foundation 

Broad Reach Fund 

Chrysalis Fund 

Clif Bar Family Foundation 

The Firedoll Foundation 

The Flora L. Thornton Foundation 

Forsythia Foundation 

Jonas Philanthropies 

The JPB Foundation 

The Lindemann Foundation, Inc. 

Melvoin Foundation 

Naomi & Nehemiah Cohen

Foundation 

Robert & Patricia Switzer Foundation 

Roy A. Hunt Foundation  

United States Environmental

Protection Agency 

Vose River Charitable Fund

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR EDITS TO YOUR RECOGNITION, PLEASE CONTACT SENIOR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT TYA WARD AT

TYA@CEH.ORG OR 415-250-7828.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

2022 REVENUE 2022 EXPENSES
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Policy is a cornerstone of CEH’s strategy to create

widespread and lasting positive change for our

collective health. CEH is a key player in

environmental and public health policy, securing

far-reaching victories at the local, state, and

federal levels with our partners. We fight to

protect laws that are critical to safeguarding the

health of people in every community, such as

California’s Proposition 65, other state warning

and labeling laws, and the federal Toxic

Substances Control Act (TSCA).

Our Policy work stretches all across the country

from a landmark bill in California that bans PFAS

in paper-based food packaging to North Carolina

where we partner with allies and grassroots

groups to address the concerns of communities

along the Cape Fear River who have been exposed

for decades to numerous PFAS in their drinking

water, air, food, and soil because of pollution from

the Chemours facility in Fayetteville, NC.

Banning PFAS in Paper-Based Food Packaging

Introduced in 2021 and enacted in 2023, a

California bill bans the use of PFAS or “forever

chemicals” in paper-based food packaging and

requires disclosure of toxic substances in

cookware

The California Safer Food Packaging and

Cookware Act (AB1200) protects consumers and

the environment from PFAS and other harmful

chemicals by:

Banning paper-based food packaging using

PFAS chemicals by January 1, 2023

Requiring cookware manufacturers starting

January 1, 2024, to disclose the presence of

chemicals in their products that are of concern for

human health or the environment

Prohibiting misleading advertising on cookware

packaging as early as January 1, 2023

Cosponsors of the legislation include CEH, Breast

Cancer Prevention Partners, Clean Water Action,

Environmental Working Group, and NRDC.

The bill also requires cookware manufacturers to

disclose chemicals of concern, such as PFAS and

bisphenol A, or BPA, and other substances on the

California Department of Toxic Substances

Control’s Candidate Chemical List, if they are

added either to surfaces that come into contact

with food or drink or to handles. The disclosure

must be available online starting January 1, 2023,

and January 1, 2024, on the product label.





‘Cape Fear Courage’ Tells the Story of North Carolina Communities Fighting for Clean Water

A coalition of nonprofit, community, and environmental justice groups released a video called ‘Cape Fear

Courage,’ which tells the story of North Carolina communities fighting for information on the “forever

chemicals” polluting their drinking water. The groups teamed up with Emmy-award winning filmmakers

from Peak Plastic Foundation to highlight their search for answers.
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The Food Program aims to build a world worth

aspiring to: where disposable foodware no longer

contains toxic ingredients like PFAS or styrene—

and as a whole—disposables diminish their

prominence in our lives and in our landfills. 

Over the last four years, CEH has become a leader

in providing scientific and procurement advice on

healthier, environmentally preferable foodware

options. By creating resources like GreenScreen

Certified™ Standard for Food Service Ware and

the Ditching Disposables Toolkit for K-12 schools,

our work is transforming the $19 billion global

food service disposables market.

Learn more about Foodware and foodware

procurement. 

Hold the Plastic, Please: Reusable Food Tray

Project Reduces Waste and Toxics

The fall 2022 school year brought a new reusable

food tray program to public school Anna Yates

Elementary, saving more than 50,000 items from

landfill in one year. 

The project was a joint effort from CEH’s Food

Program plus StopWaste Advisory Group in

Education (SAGE), and Plastic Free Restaurants

together with the City of Emeryville, Emeryville

Unified, and Ahimsa, makers of stainless steel

foodware.

Reusables eliminate many of the concerns

associated with single-use foodware, such as

exposure to toxic chemicals like PFAS and styrene,

increased waste production, and recyclability or

compostability issues.

CEH’s Ditching Disposables toolkit helps K-12

schools transition from harmful single-use

foodware to healthier options, with a long-term

goal of switching to safer reusables. The toolkit

includes a 12-step planning guide, lessons, cost

calculators, how-to guides on collecting and

reporting data, engagement strategies, and tips

for each step of the process. 

To learn more about transitioning your school to

reusables, contact us. 

Shifting the Marketplace: GreenScreen

Certified™ Eliminates Harmful Chemicals in

Foodware 

Nonprofit organizations CEH and Clean

Production Action (CPA) partnered to originate the

GreenScreen Certified™ Standard for Food Service

Ware. The groundbreaking certification program

sets a new safety standard for everyday items like

disposable plates and bowls that do not contain

per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) plus

thousands of other chemicals of concern. 

The certification draws from CEH’s extensive work

testing single-use food ware for PFAS and builds

on CPA’s GreenScreen® for Safer Chemicals, the

globally recognized tool for chemical hazard

assessment used by governments, companies, and

certification standards to encourage the design

and use of inherently safer chemical ingredients.
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Illegal Toxic Threats



Through public interest litigation, CEH harnesses the power of laws such as California’s Safe Drinking Water and
Toxic Enforcement Act (aka Prop 65) to force the elimination of toxic chemicals in consumer products. CEH has
won hundreds of legal settlements that protect the health of millions of people across the U.S. and the entire
globe.

We also partner with community-based environmental justice organizations to hold polluting corporations
accountable. In our work with California residents in Long Beach, Paramount, and El Cajon, we provide technical
assistance through air monitoring and other scientific expertise, partner with residents to build legal cases
against facilities, and advocate alongside these community members to continue to defend against unsafe toxic
exposures even after a case has settled.

Learn more about toxic chemicals in Products and Air and Water.

CEH Finds High Levels of BPA in Sports Bras and Athletic Shirts

CEH is suing 7 brands of sports bras and 5 brands of athletic shirts after testing showed that the clothing could
expose individuals to up to 22 times the safe limit of the chemical bisphenol A (BPA), according to California law. 

The sports bra brands include Athleta, PINK, Asics, The North Face, All in Motion, Nike, and FILA. The
activewear shirt brands include The North Face, Mizuno, Athleta, New Balance, and Reebok.

CEH sent legal notices of our intent to sue to these companies back in October of 2022. CEH uses public
interest litigation and the power of right-to-know laws like California’s Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement
Act (aka Proposition 65) to force the removal of toxic chemicals from consumer products.

Tell Activewear CEOs: Take the BPA Out of Sports Bras and Athletic Shirts!

BPA, a well-studied hormone disrupting chemical, mimics estrogen and can disrupt the normal functioning of the
body, including metabolism, growth and development, and reproduction.

“People are exposed to BPA through ingestion (e.g., from eating food or drinking
water from containers that have leached BPA) or by absorption through skin (e.g.,
from handling receipt paper),” said Kaya Allan Sugerman, Illegal Toxic Threats
Program Director at CEH. 
To date, CEH’s investigations have found BPA in polyester-based clothing with spandex, including socks made
for infants. 

CEH Finds More Than 100 Sock Brands with High Levels of BPA

CEH sent legal notices to approximately 100 companies after extensive testing showed their socks made for
babies, children, and adults could expose someone to up to 31 times the safe limit of the chemical BPA,

https://ceh.org/product-testing/
https://ceh.org/air-and-water/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/bpa-in-clothes
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3674079-1&h=2635941726&u=https%3A%2F%2Fceh.org%2Fbpasocks%2F&a=socks+made+for+infants
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3674079-1&h=2635941726&u=https%3A%2F%2Fceh.org%2Fbpasocks%2F&a=socks+made+for+infants


according to California law. The companies include Adidas, Champion, GAP, Hanes, New Balance, and Reebok.

“Studies have shown that BPA can be absorbed through your skin and end up in the bloodstream after handling
receipt paper for seconds or a few minutes at a time,” said Dr. Jimena Díaz Leiva, Science Director at CEH.
“Socks are worn for hours at a time, so it is concerning to be finding such high levels of BPA, particularly in those
made for babies and children.”

Add Your Name: Tell Fashion CEOs to Take the BPA Out of Socks

Research has shown that early life exposure to hormone-disrupting chemicals like BPA can increase the risk of
infants developing a range of diseases during childhood and later in adulthood. Exposure to these chemicals
during critical periods of development can increase the risk of adverse health outcomes.

“BPA was originally designed as an estrogen,” said Tyrone Hayes, Professor of Integrative Biology at University
of California, Berkeley. “Given the many adverse effects of exogenous estrogenic compounds, BPA should not be
in our clothing, food packaging, or anything else that humans (or any animal for that matter) will come in contact
with.”  

CEH tested socks with different blends of polyester, cotton, and spandex, and found BPA in the socks made
predominantly from polyester with spandex. CEH has not found BPA in socks predominantly made from cotton.

Throughout 2022, CEH has pushed the companies to reformulate their products to remove all bisphenols
including BPA, and we have reached legally-binding, court-enforceable agreements with some of the companies.
We applaud those that have elected to reformulate their products to remove not only BPA, but all bisphenols,
from their socks. 

Learn more. 

 

Community Partnerships
Building a Community-Led Air Monitoring Network to Advance Environmental Justice in Paramount, CA

Moses Huerta and Jaime Lopez both grew up in the City of Paramount, located in Southeast Los Angeles
County. Moses has lived in Paramount his entire life and remembers the first time he noticed a metallic smell in
the air around his home in Paramount, “I recall playing outside in the yard and noticing all this black smoke
coming from this large building behind our house. I coughed a lot and got nosebleeds. The taste and smell of
metal burning was overwhelming.”  Jaime, Moses, and other Paramount residents eventually learned that the
odors weren’t just a nuisance, but were the result of a dangerous substance being emitted into the air,
hexavalent chromium (Cr6 or hex chrome), a heavy metal known to cause cancer in humans. Hex chrome along
with other heavy metals like nickel and cadmium are emitted by 17 metal-related processing facilities sited in
Paramount.

Since 2017, CEH has partnered with resident leaders to bring public interest litigation against four metal-
processing facilities in Paramount. 

Now that the project is consistently generating data, the CEH team has transitioned to supporting Paramount
residents in their efforts to disseminate and use the data collected by Moses to advocate for clean air and more
stringent emissions standards. 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/bpa-socks/
https://ceh.org/ceh-finds-100-sock-brands-with-high-levels-of-bpa-2/


Planting a seed of change has grown into a movement we hope continues to spread as CEH focuses our efforts
on supporting more grassroots science-based advocacy efforts. Too often science has been used to exclude and
harm communities of color.   In Paramount, equipping residents with the tools to carry out their own science
ensures access to data they can use to advocate on their own behalf for clean air in their community and
beyond.

Read more. 

A Community Champion in the Fight Against Toxic Diesel Pollution

CEH is committed to supporting the local efforts of community leaders to defend against unsafe toxic exposures
in their communities. So, when government regulators failed to adequately respond to East Oakland residents’
concerns about the cancer-causing diesel engine exhaust coming from Green Sage’s nine trailer-sized
generators, CEH and the Environmental Democracy Project (EDP) partnered with the Oakland Cannery
Collective (the Collective), the resident group that had been advocating on the issue, to take legal action.

Now that the polluting generators are gone, critical work remains to ensure accountability and shut down illegal
generators in other parts of the city. One of the leading community voices in these efforts has been that of Alistair
Monroe, a cultural arts producer, educator, and festival promoter who founded the Collective to protect and
preserve the Oakland Cannery and his father’s legacy. 

“The poor air quality, continuous eyes burning from constant dust particles and smoke soot, and the coughing
haunt[ed] us daily. It’s horrifying to witness how the cannabis industry displaces residents that have lived here
for decades. We are not mules for economic gain but a vibrant group of artists who have paved the path to
enrich our community. We have the right to clean air, and to a safe space to live and work.”

– Alistair Monroe, President, The Oakland Cannery Collective

Learn more. 

https://ceh.org/building-a-community-led-air-monitoring-network-to-advance-environmental-justice-in-paramount-ca/
https://ceh.org/a-community-champion-in-the-fight-against-toxic-diesel-pollution/


Built Environment Program



CEH’s Built Environment Program works with large-scale purchasers from corporations to school districts,
universities, and government bodies, advising them on how to procure healthy products like furniture, carpet, and
flooring. By providing procurement officers and other staff with one-on-one consulting, customized technical
assistance, webinars, and user-friendly product guides, CEH moves organizations from intention to
implementation.

Through our Purchaser Pledge, we empower purchasers to buy furniture that does not contain the “Hazardous
Handful” chemicals, which include toxics like flame retardants and fluorinated substances that have negative
effects on health. The companies that have signed the pledge—including Kaiser Permanente, LinkedIn, and the
University of California system—collectively spend more than $500 million annually on furniture.

Learn more about furniture and flooring Procurement.

Virtual Town Hall ‘The Great Indoors – Keeping Your Home Free of Toxics’

Did you know invisible pollutants in our indoor air can be harmful to our health? In our virtual town hall, we
learned from experts the Dos and Don’ts of creating a healthy home and how we can stem the tide of
unnecessary industry-created chemicals that find their way into our homes. 

For 27 years, CEH’s Built Environment program has worked to clean up the furniture and flooring product
categories by partnering with large institutions to leverage their purchasing power and transform markets away
from toxic materials and towards health-protective practices. 

https://ceh.org/home/procurement/


Center for Environmental Health

The Great Indoors: Keeping Your Home Free Of ToxicsThe Great Indoors: Keeping Your Home Free Of Toxics

Watch on

Revealing Vinyl Flooring’s ‘Dirty Climate Secret’

CEH’s groundbreaking report in partnership with Material Research L3C and Autocase Economic Advisory
uncovers the true carbon footprint of vinyl flooring made from polyvinyl chloride (PVC), including so-called “luxury
vinyl tile.” 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpnkx7ZSz8JCBr-28istTBQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpnkx7ZSz8JCBr-28istTBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynQog4HBNpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynQog4HBNpE
https://ceh.org/latest/press-releases/groundbreaking-report-reveals-vinyl-floorings-dirty-climate-secret/


The report shows the true climate impact of producing this flooring, which manufacturers have been
underreporting by up to 180%. 

The report also provides the first-ever published estimates of the rate of use of notoriously harmful substances
such as mercury, PFAS, and asbestos. These toxic substances used in PVC production both in the U.S. and in
China, endanger workers and fenceline communities along the entire global supply chain. Moreover, recent
research also implicates PVC manufacturers in the use of Uyghur forced labor in China.

“One of our key findings is that manufacturer Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) for PVC flooring
draw from limited and outdated data and as a result underestimate the carbon dioxide equivalent emissions of
producing vinyl flooring. Vinyl flooring production has shifted in recent years from the U.S. to China, where coal
is used as a critical input and energy source in the production of vinyl flooring. As a result, this shift has led to
skyrocketing carbon dioxide emissions.”

-Dr. Jimena Díaz Leiva, Science Director, CEH

“Despite its low cost and slick marketing, PVC flooring harbors a dirty climate secret: manufacturing this
flooring releases enormous quantities of carbon dioxide into the air and requires some of the most toxic
substances known to humans. We all stand on the precipice of an irreversible and catastrophic climate
emergency. For that reason, it is time to make PVC flooring a relic of the past.”

-Michael Green, Founder, CEH

Read the full report. 

https://ceh.org//www/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PVC-Report-5-5.pdf




Despite growing awareness of the profound climate impacts and health hazards associated with petroleum-
derived materials, the petrochemical industry is growing. The ongoing industry buildout continues to
disproportionately harm low-income communities and communities of color, who are also exposed to toxic
chemicals at higher rates, are those most threatened by climate change, and face a host of other environmental,
social, political and economic injustices.

 

Our new Petrochemicals, Plastics & Climate program builds on CEH’s decades of experience supporting
institutions to procure safer products, advocating for equitable and health-protective laws and policies, working
with communities to safeguard their health and rights, and holding corporations and government accountable for
actions or inactions that threaten human and planetary health. Our initial focus areas are 1) supporting
institutions to reduce their plastic and petrochemical consumption, 2) curtailing harmful plastic and petrochemical
waste management practices such as so-called “chemical recycling”, and 3) identifying and addressing toxic
threats from petrochemicals and plastics.

 

Learn more about Petrochemicals, Plastics & Climate.

 

5 Things You Should Know About So-Called “Chemical Recycling”

 

The oil and gas industry’s race to replace fossil fuel production with increased plastic production is critically
reliant on the myth of plastic’s recyclability. However, EPA estimates that less than 9% of plastic in the U.S. gets
recycled each year. 

 

An especially harmful component of the petrochemical buildout, and the sector’s recycling myth, involves the
promotion of so-called “advanced” or “chemical recycling.” Using the false rhetoric of “waste-to-energy” and
“waste-to-chemicals,” in reality, these practices amount to incineration of plastic waste. Here are five things you
should know about this dangerous practice. 

 

1). Recent restrictions by countries that historically accepted plastic waste imports have put pressure on the
plastic industry to manage plastic waste differently, resulting in the accelerated buildout of plastic incineration. 

 

2). Data suggest that the pollution from “chemical recycling” incinerators is as bad as–or worse than–the toxic
pollution from conventional incinerators. 

https://ceh.org/ppc/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/piling-up-how-chinas-ban-on-importing-waste-has-stalled-global-recycling
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/greenwashing-alert-chemical-recycling-isnt-actually-recycling-its-plastic-incineration


 

3). A recent analysis by NRDC found that of the eight “chemical recycling” facilities assessed, most were not
recycling any plastic.

 

4). These plastic burning facilities are often sited in communities of color or low-income communities that already
face multiple threats to their environmental health, among a range of other injustices. 

 

5). The petrochemical and plastic industries are promoting this harmful practice through familiar greenwashing
conventions, including false promises of sustainable economic development for low income and rural
communities and underhanded policy plays. This propaganda has even been effective among some progressive,
environmentally-conscious policy makers. Laws permitting chemical recycling have been adopted in 18 states.

 

Luckily, communities are fighting back, and some are winning. CEH is joining with allies across the country to
raise awareness of the myths and harms of so-called “chemical recycling.” We’re  using a range of strategies to
block its buildout, prevent efforts to deregulate this practice, ensure these facilities are not eligible for green
energy incentives, and emphasize the importance of upstream solutions to the plastic waste crisis.

The plastics industry has worked tirelessly to classify so-called “chemical recycling” as “manufacturing” and not
“incineration” or “disposal”. But they have said little about the contributions to decades of legacy pollution in
disadvantaged communities. Recent executive orders and legislative packages by the Biden Administration have
revived the mandate for all agencies to create a plan to achieve environmental justice. CEH is preparing a report
to expose “chemical recycling” as an emergent environmental injustice, and empower community members to
use emergent policy, regulatory, and litigation strategies to creatively resist plastic burning facilities. We will
highlight the struggle against so-called “chemical recycling” as critical to the overall question of how to reduce the
overall presence of plastics in the environment without exacerbating legacy pollution. We can and must do both.

Learn more.

 

 

https://www.nrdc.org/resources/recycling-lies-chemical-recycling-plastic-just-greenwashing-incineration
https://www.surfrider.org/coastal-blog/entry/a-reality-check-on-environmental-racism-plastics
https://www.no-burn.org/chemical-recycling-resources/
https://cen.acs.org/environment/recycling/plastic-recycling-chemical-advanced-fuel-pyrolysis-state-laws/100/i17
https://ceh.org/ppc/


Tens of Millions of Plastic Containers Treated with Fluorine Gas Leach Toxic PFAS Chemicals into Art
and Cleaning Supplies, Food, and Other Household Products

 

CEH and Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) filed a lawsuit in December under federal
environmental law to prevent Inhance Technologies USA of Houston, Texas, from generating toxic PFAS or
“forever chemicals” when fluorinating plastic containers, in violation of EPA regulations.

 

Testing conducted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Notre Dame researchers, and other
organizations has found PFAS chemicals on the inner and outer surfaces of fluorinated containers and in the
contents of the containers. The PFAS in the containers are likely formed as a result of chemical reactions that
occur during the fluorination process, which is used to create a barrier between the container and its contents.
Inhance operates 11 facilities in the US and fluorinates an estimated 140 million containers annually, putting
countless people at risk of exposure to toxic PFAS.

“These PFAS-laden containers present an ongoing danger to workers, consumers, and the environment. The
fluorination process contributes to the overall prevalence of this already-ubiquitous class of chemicals, and
could be introducing PFAS into the recycling stream, as many of these containers bear recycling symbols.
Inhance, the company that performs most of the fluorination in the U.S., has refused to comply with TSCA and
must be ordered to stop this unsafe practice for the health of workers, nearby communities, consumers, and all
who encounter these commonly-used containers or the products stored in them.”

-Sarah Packer, Director of CEH’s Petrochemicals, Plastics & Climate program

“The TSCA requirements that Inhance violated were intended to provide important safeguards against the
manufacture of dangerous PFAS that EPA has sought to eliminate from commerce. Inhance’s unwillingness to
comply with these requirements has resulted in unnecessary and harmful exposure to PFAS by millions of
Americans.”

-Bob Sussman, CEH counsel and former senior EPA official

Read more. 

https://ceh.org/latest/press-releases/tens-of-millions-of-plastic-containers-treated-with-fluorine-gas-leach-toxic-pfas-chemicals-into-art-and-cleaning-supplies-food-and-other-household-products/


MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER

Dear Friends,

In 2022, I stepped down as CEO after 26 years at

CEH. As many of you know, my commitment to

CEH is life-long, and I will always be available

to support the crucial work of the CEH staff,

board, community, and mission.

With the support of many people, I started CEH

on my credit card in 1996. Since that time, it has

been the highlight and privilege of my career to

lead CEH. I am deeply grateful to you, as well as

the incredible, strategic, and world-changing

staff and board with whom I have had the

honor of partnering to make this world better.

Looking forward, I believe in a great future for

CEH. It starts with the incredibly strong board

and staff that are in place today. Some have

been with CEH for a decade or longer, and

others are bringing new vision and wisdom.

We are also amazingly blessed to have Regina

Jackson who has taken on the role of Interim

CEO.

Throughout the past years and because of the

support of people like you, CEH has had a profound

impact in the world that has benefitted the health

of millions of people by eliminating exposures to

toxic chemicals in their lives.

I am certain that CEH will continue to have

profound and measurable success for years to

come. As always, we will do this by eliminating

corporate practices that threaten the health of

people and all living things, and replacing them

with solutions that benefit us all and future

generations.

It has been a deep honor to lead CEH. I look

forward to witnessing and supporting the next

generation of CEH leadership. I believe in a great

future for CEH.

With gratitude to you for believing in, and

supporting this work,

Michael Green

Founder, CEH
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GET INVOLVED
Your gift supports CEH’s bold work to fight against the companies that knowingly expose individuals, children, and entire communities to life-threatening

toxic chemicals. The Center for Environmental Health is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with the Federal Tax ID# 94-3251981.

Join our community of donors and supporters

DONATE

LEARN
You might know Sarah Wayne Callies from hit TV shows like The Walking Dead and Prison Break. But when she is not on the set directing, producing, or

writing her latest project, she is a mother, supporter of CEH, and a fierce advocate for our health.

Watch our video narrated by Sarah and learn about CEH’s 27-year track record of protecting people, families, and communities from toxic chemicals by

holding many of the nation’s largest corporations accountable for their actions.



https://ceh.org/support-us/donate-to-ceh/


Center for Environmental Health

Who Protects Us From Harmful Chemicals?Who Protects Us From Harmful Chemicals?

Watch on

CONNECT
CEH.ORG | Instagram | Twitter | Facebook | LinkedIn
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